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Early Childhood Family Cents

347-548-4068
142-41 249" STREET. 2™ FL

ROSEDALE. NY. 11422

“Where Children Thrive, Learn through Play,
and Wonders and Extraordinary Awaits”

Clothing

All of our attending students are expected to participate in messy art and outdoor play
activities, on a daily basis, so please dress your student accordingly. All students have an assigned
cubby and bin. Your student must have an extra full set of clothing to match the current weather
in his/her bin and all clothing items must be labeled with your student’s name. Closed-toes shoes
and socks must be worn at all times. No flip flops or sandals.

" :.'\

Potty Training

Our daycare staff will partner with you, the parents/guardians and assist your student in
becoming potty-trained, once the signs of readiness have been observed by the parents as well as

di- ) ahngd VVvipeE Need tO DS L
should only be used as such.
We DO NOT rinse out or wash soiled clothing, so any clothing that becomes soiled during
the day will be sent home that afternoon.
Your student must wear loose-fitting clothing that is easy to pull up and down.
Please maintain two full pairs of clothing in your student’s clothing bin (two shirts, two
pairs of pants/shorts, two underwear, two pairs of socks).

Please note that most students show readiness and have success in potty training at home
before the signs are seen in childcare. This is normal. Once your student is wearing underwear
but has had two accidents during the day, a pull-up will be put on, and we can try again another
day when he/she can demonstrate signs of being ready.

*Patience is very important in this process.
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Health and Medication Polic

Please note that Blossoming Minds Early Childhood Family Center DOES NOT
administer medication.

To maintain our health standards and keep the attending students from spreading
contagions, your student should NOT attend if he/she exhibits any of the following signs of
illness.

Fever

Coughing

Signs of Conjunctivitis (Pink Eyes)

Vomiting

Diarrhea

Excessive Nasal Discharge and/or Sneezing

Sore Throat

When a student has a contagious disease confirmed by a physician, it MUST be reported to
the center Owner/CEO or Co-Owner/COO/CFO by the parent. All other attending families will
be notified immediately of the exposure. A doctor’s note clearing the student to return to the
center MUST be provided.

Please note that your student will be sent home or not admitted for the day if any of the

following symptoms are evident and noted by a school staff member:

Fever of 100 degrees or more

Inflammation of the eyes

More than one incident of Diarrhea

Unknown Rash

Communicable Diseases

Appears not to be well enough for school that day

If your student shows any signs of illness during the day, you will be notified for early pick up.
If a student has a fever, the student is not to return to school until there has been no notable
fever for at least 24 hours. *When a student is sent home, we may request a sighed statement
by a physician stating that the student may return and is free from symptoms.

*NO EXCEPTIONS.
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Celebration Policy

Birthdays are regarded as milestones in our students’ lives. We enjoy celebrating these
special days with our attending student(s) and we are more than happy to assistin
planning and coordinating a memorable event for your student in his/her respective room.
If you are planning to have a special event during our day care hours, we ask that you give
us a week’s notice prior to the event. *Events are scheduled during our afternoon snack
time at approximately 3:00PM to 3:30PM *Outside guests are NOT allowed to participate in
the party.

*We always support nutritious meals and snacks. Whenever possible, we ask that all
celebration foods also comply with these standards. Please find out beforehand if any of
the children in your students’ room have allergies so arrangements for a substitute snack
can be made. *Please supply/provide all paper goods and supplies, provide paper goods
and other supplies with a chosen theme of your choice (paper plates, paper cups, plastic
spoons, plastic forks & napkins).

*ABSOLUTELY NO BALLOONS. AND/OR CONFETTI

*ALL FOODS MUST BE PRE-PACKAGE FOODS

*ONLY CUPCAKES

*When choosing drinks, please avoid soft drinks or juices that are high in sugar. If you
provide juice, please ensure that it is 100% boxed/packed juice because we always
encourage our children to drink plenty of water so mini bottles of water are a great

alternative.
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Discipline Policy

We strive to maintain a harmonious learning environment but acknowledge that students
sometimes encounter difficulties with their peers and class rules. This is a part of the learning
process as our young learners develop their personalities and develop their own sense of
independence. We view discipline as an opportunity to positively direct students to express
their feelings in a socially acceptable manner which is not destructive to themselves and/or
others. At NO time do teachers/caregivers use any form of corporal punishment (spanking,
hitting, pushing, pulling, withholding food or bathroom privileges) as a method of discipline. If
our teachers/caregivers must intervene, we follow this outline of techniques for behavior
management.

* Environmental Manipulation- staff position themselves and set up play equipmentin a
particular way to avoid conflicts.

* Redirection- When negative behaviors are noted, the teacher/caregiver attempts to redirect
the student’s attention to another toy, area of interest, or activity to avoid further
confrontation.

* Language Encouragement- Through the use of words, the teacher/caregiver will assist the
student in verbalizing in order to resolve an existing conflict and given them a few moments to
calm down and compose him or herself before resuming participation in usual activities.

Center Procedure for Dealing with Difficult Behaviors:

1. The group teacher/caregiver will inform the Owner/CEO or Co-Owner/COO/CFO of any
individual student exhibiting non-cooperative and problematic behavior where all techniques
have failed. All the teacher’s/caregiver’s documentation is reviewed and discussed.

2. The Owner/CEO or Co-Owner/COO/CFO will conduct their own observation of the student
and teachers/caregivers in the class setting to provide feedback and suggestions for
improvement.

3. If the Owner/CEO or Co-Owner/COO/CFO suggestions are ineffective, then the parent will
be notified of their child’s behavior. A conference will be set up with the Owner/CEO or Co-
Owner/COO/CFO, teacher/caregiver, and parents. Verbal suggestions will be made so that all
parties involved can support one another and agree upon a consistent, positive plan of action
to encourage behavior modification.
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All staff members at Blossoming Minds Early Childhood Family Center have completed and
maintained their “mandated reporter Training”. We understand that abuse is against the law.
Victims need an effective child protective service to prevent them from suffering further injury
and impairment. All childcare workers that know of or suspect child abuse in their
professional capacities are required to report such abuse by telephone, fax, or writing. Any
oral reports are to be made to the Statewide Central Registrar of Child Abuse and
Maltreatment or to the local child protective services agency. Written reports are to be made,

in most cases, to the local child protective services agency.
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Cellular Phone Policy

At Blossoming Minds Early Childhood Family Center, there is NO cell phone use inside of the Day
Care. Please end all phone calls on the step/hallway before entering the Day Care. This is for the

safety and privacy of ALL our students, families, and staff.
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Evacuation Plan

In the event of an evacuation, two (2) alternative locations should be identified in
advance and communicated to all center staff members and parents. Unless otherwise
directed by NYPD, and/or FDNY, or other emergency personnel, such a site is a safe walking
distance from the original site.

To prepare for an evacuation, our center has a notebook binder that contains an updated
parent/caretaker/emergency contact telephone directory with a listing for each student in the
center. This binder MUST be easily accessible so that during an emergency evacuation, the
teachers/caregivers can remove the binders to a safe location.

1. Telephone numbers of parents’ homes, businesses, cell phones, and email addresses

(updated as needed).

2. Contact information on each student’s medical practitioner. Medical alert information,

for example penicillin allergies, is indicated for specific students.

3. Information about the location and schedule of all limited mobility students. Limited

mobility students are escorted to a previously determined “safety zone” room and then
removed by designated personnel.

While in the evacuation site, attendance should be confirmed using the roster for both
students and staff members.
The overall responsibility to evacuate is made by the designated supervisor-in charge
Owner/CEO or Co-Owner/COO/CFO. The following steps should be taken:
1. The local precinct is notified that the center is being evacuated.
2. Allclassrooms and offices are locked.
3. Atthe sound of the signal, staff members escort the students from their rooms and exit
the building to the previously arranged site.
During the evacuation, the Owner/CEO, Co-Owner/COO/CFO, Assistants, On-Site
provider, takes the binder with them to the pre-determined alternate location. Missing
students and staff members are reported to emergency personnel as soon as possible.
If the signal does not work, then an identified staff member/caregiver is pre-assigned
and dispatched to each room to relay the information that an evacuation is in effect.
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Alternative Locations
First Alternative Location

Receiving Site Name: Private House/Residence - Mr. Nigel Wiltshire
Receiving Site Address: 142-30 249th Street Rosedale, NY, 11422
Receiving Site Telephone Number: (929) 600-5777

Contact Name at Receiving Site: Mr. Nigel Wiltshire (Homeowner)

Second Alternative Location
Receiving Site Name: New York Queens Public Library at Rosedale
Receiving Site Address: 144-20 243rd St, Rosedale, NY 11422
Receiving Site Telephone Number: (718) 528-8490

Contact Name at Receiving Site: N/A

Third Alternative Location

Receiving Site Name: Victory Fellowship Worship Center Seventh-Day Adventist Church
Receiving Site Address: 247-11 Francis Lewis Blvd, Rosedale, NY 11422

Receiving Site Telephone Number: 718-683-4020

Contact Name at Receiving Site: Pastor Sednak Yankson

*All staff members and children will exit the building via the back door exit and walk down the
back steps. They will proceed to walk along the side playground area exiting onto 249" Street.
If this exit is inaccessible, then the all-staff members and children will exit the center via the

front doors, proceed down the stairs, and go out to 249" Street.

*Limited Mobility children will be escorted to the “safety zone” area, which is the playground area outside the

center.

*The local police precinct will be contacted in emergency situations.
*The local police precinct is 116. The precinct’s telephone number is 347-538-0367.
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Parent Handbook
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Welcome to Blossoming Minds Early Childhood Family Center! This program was
created to provide families with exceptional childcare for students aged 6 weeks to 18 months
(Infants/Nursery); 18 years old to 2 years old/24 months (toddlers); 3 years old to 4 years old (3-
K/Preschool), 4 years old to 5 years old (U-Pre-Kindergarten), and 6 years old to 12 years old (School
Age/After School). We strive to meet the diverse needs of each child. We understand a parent’s
need to choose a quality childcare program that is conducive to their student’s learning and
development. Therefore, at Blossoming Minds Early Childhood Family Center, we consider it
imperative to provide developmentally appropriate quality childcare and education.

At Blossoming Minds Child Early Childhood Family Center, we have well-trained, certified,
and supportive teachers/caregivers/staff members who maintain the standards of quality early
childhood education. This model provides the foundation for reading, writing, math; all while
promoting the social emotional skills that prepare our students for later success in school life. Our
program is successful because we understand and encourage the importance of parental
involvement. This partnership is crucial for the development of every student. We offer a program
adapted to the chronological age and developmental stage of students. Nutritious meals and
snacks are served daily. We are truly committed to the well-being of our students. Each student
progress is monitored; starting with the Parental Intake Form, Ages and Steps Questionnaire to
assess each student Cognitive, Social Emotional, and Physical Development; to help students
progress through our program.

Our bright and cheerful rooms are a positive reflection of our fun, educational, and
enrichment program that offers a variety of opportunities to explore and learn. For the safety of our
students, our rooms are always supervised (direct supervision & indirect supervision -
electronic monitor). Additionally, we have an on-site/playground for daily outdoor
playtime/activities.

We appreciate that you have chosen our group family day care to meet your childcare needs

and that you can guarantee you have made the right choice!

Nequan LaCroix - Owner/CEO
Natasha Christopher - M.S Ed. & M.S Ed. (SPED) Co-Owner/COO/CFO
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Mission Statement

Our mission is to provide childcare for children aged 6 weeks to 12 years, in a safe,
nurturing, and stimulating learning environment. This environment encourages students to explore,
experiment, discover, play, and interact, while developing their own personal understanding of the
world and themselves. Our experienced staff act as positive role models for our attending students
and community. We offer a child-centered, multicultural learning environment, where each student
is treated as an individual with diverse needs and interests that are to be respected and supported
through developmentally appropriate practices. We realize the importance of a multi-sensory
approach for young learners that enables them to plan, create, build, organize, and make personal
discoveries. Play is significant in our program because it is how students learn to express
themselves, take turns, share, imitate, and exchange ideas and knowledge with others. Our
students have various play opportunities daily. We foster a strong sense of self and aid our students
in establishing healthy social relations with peers as well as adults.

Philosophy

At Blossoming Minds Early Childhood Family Center, we believe in the value of human diversity
and fair treatment of all people. It is our number one goal to provide the kind of influence that encourages
all students to become creative, independent, responsible, self-directed adults who can make sound
decisions for themselves.

Itis also important for a student to have experiences by themselves, with other students, and
adults, in a safe, positive, and accepting atmosphere. This will create space and opportunity for the
students to be able to explore the limits of their environment and their natural abilities. Our program
encompasses the belief that parents are vital to each student’s success. We support a maximum amount
of continuity between home and school.

We provide parent resources and information to address their needs. We strive to meet the
needs of each individual student social, physical, intellectual, creative, and emotional (S.P.I.C.E)
growth. Our belief is that students deserve a nurturing, safe, and happy environment, which
promotes their natural curiosity and desire to learn. Students are encouraged to assist in daily class
tasks, so they develop a positive self-image. All students are welcome regardless of race, creed,
national origin, gender, or abilities.
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Statement of Goals

At Blossoming Minds Child Early Childhood Family Center, we provide convenient,
dependable, educational services for the students and the community. We provide a safe, nurturing
environment with a stimulating, hands-on approach to learning. Our qualified, caring staff act as
positive role models and help prepare the students for success in kindergarten and later years.

A developmentally appropriate curriculum is implemented using the framework of the
“Creative Curriculum?” for our Infants/Nursery, Toddlers, 3-K, and U-Pre-Kindergarten/Preschool
students. This promotes their social/emotional, physical, cognitive, and language development.
Each student is encouraged and given opportunities throughout the daily schedule to choose and
control his/her own activities under the supervision of our teachers/caregivers. Through this
support, each student can establish decision-making skills and a sense of responsibility for self
and their own actions.

Our policy of positive communication and positive discipline reinforces self-worth and
confidence. Our teacher’s/caregiver’s/staff members role is to invite, challenge, and promote
knowledge. Continuous staff training serves to keep our educators well informed and aids in the
implementation of our goals. We strongly encourage parent participation and communication
through parent-teacher meetings. We realize that the key to students’ success in childcare/daycare
is the positive connection that is developed between parents and teachers/caregivers/staff
members.
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Hours of Operation and Days Closed

Our operation hours are 7:00AM-5:30PM for ACS/HRA/NETWORK subsidy/voucher
students (Infants & Toddlers); and 8:30am to 2:30pm for 3-K Network Partial Day Students. and
8:30am to 4:30pm for 3-K Network Extended Day Students. Our center is open Monday-Friday
and is open (12) twelve months a year. The students are provided with Breakfast, Morning Snacks,
Lunch, and Evening Snacks daily.

Blossoming Minds Early Childhood Family Center is - for the following holidays:
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The Adjustment Period

As a student begins attending our daycare, it is expected that a student may
experience separation anxiety and needs adequate time to adjust to their new surroundings,
caregivers, and the daily schedule. The following adjustment procedure is mandatory for your
students’ first days of attendance:

Day One: Student will attend for half a day, from 9:00am to 11:00am. Please remember to say

goodbye to your students and let them know that you will be back to pick them up later.

Day Two: Student will attend from 9:00am to 12:00pm.
Day Three: Student will attend for a full day.
*(If a student is having difficulties with the transition, the Owner/CEO or Co-Owner/COO/CFO

reserves the right to extend the transition period.)





